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(See text, pp. 158-9, 5 - . ) This illegible report of an incompetent "investigation" took 

the unflagging FBI but three days more than two months to begin after the lead was forced 
upon them December 2, 1963, in Dallas. Morton William Newman, Chicago Daily .flews reporter, 
was questioned about security when Oswald was shot. The FBI report on this, in the Commis- 
sion's 85th file, is published (26H342) as Exhibit 2887. What Newman volunteered . is con- 
tracted into this single sentence: "He advised/ he learned from LARRY FANNING, editor, 

'Chicago Daily News', that WILLIAM MOONEY, Assistant City Editor of this newspaper, mentioned 
that four men were arrested in Chicago, Illinois, on November 2, 1963, for carrying a con- 
cealed weapon and he (MOONEY) believed one was named OSWALD." Poor, impoverished four assas- 
sins - but a single concealed weapon between them! With Mooney the source, what would 
Fearless Fosdick do? Right, go to the wrong man! Thus, Dennis W. Shanahan, Chicago agent, 
on February 5, 1964, filed a report the summary of which begins, "LARRY FANNING ... advises 
there is no truth to the story ..." The body of the almost entirely illegible report is so 
indefinite and evasive that Fanning's own subordinate, Mooney, already named in the December 
report, appears as "MANNING'S source", no further identification. For no apparent reason, 
the synopsis then recounts that Vallee appeared in court "on charge of 'Unlawful Use of . 
Weapons'", was found guilty (what better proof of "no truth to the story" than a conviction.;, 
and had a $5.00 fine imposed on a traffic charge. The text, for no reason any more apparent^ 
here also switches to Vallee, saying he was arrested on the traffic charge, when "a hunting 
knife lying on the front seat" was seen by "arresting officers", plural (CD460:1-2J. A week 
later (CD462:1-2), a 7-line "report" got a 4-line synopsis (summarize 7 lines?;. The sum- 
mary says Vallee was placed "under local court jurisdiction for one year and the finding 
of guilty withdrawn", hardly less than the report itself. 
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But the FBI was not dependent upon volunteered information, nor did it have to await the 
belated and elliptical news accounts. It was ^working on this, in Chicago, not later than 
ll/28, six days after the assassination, and as a threat to the life of the President. We 
may never know all the details of what, for the FBI, passes for an investigation, but I 
have obtained some of what little incomprehensible information it deigned to let the Com- 
mission have that the Commission elected first to ignore and then to suppress. It is 
necessary to specify only "some" because, according to the National Archives, "documents 
containing the name of Thomas Vallee are withheld from research at the request of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation". (Not to protect him, for he made the newspapers.) Well, 
not quite all. There was a slip-up somewhere, and I do have some of the files. In this 
case, the government is only partly successful in suppressing what is a matter of official 
cour t recor d in Chicago. The purity of, the Chicago records, however, is in doubt, 
e FBI's report of its 11/28/63 interviOHHHBKl Newsman Luke Hester is, even for the»| 
I, a remarkably fine filtration. Note that the agents themselves connect 
Vallee, whom they are careful not to ide ntify, with the JFK assassination. Nor is it 
simply that Hester's father-in-law lives ifeTTSw 'fork. Or only that "the information was 
frozen" about that license number. Russ Trunzo, former reporter,, helped with my Chicago 
investigation and did a fine job. He spoke to Corley for me. As I got my initial tip on 

Vallee from a stranger who left a message in a sealed envelope for me, so Corley got an 







